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“Our members produce the 
aggregates which form the 
foundation and walls of 
almost every building across 
our nation as well most of 
our roads....”

QUARRYING » Aggregate and Quarry Association

Call us on: 022 500 6144

• High quality agricultural lime
• Capping lime for dairy lanes
• 3 grades of chip
• Established in 1945

www.amurilime.co.nz

Southern
Aggregates Ltd

Bond Street
Invercargill

Peter: 03 218 1140
 Ross: 03 218 1141

Fax: 03 218 1149
Email: southern.aggregates@hwr.co.nz

Greenhills Quarry | Ph 0272 033479
Oreti Beach | Ph 0274 344006

We operate a quarry at Greenhills,
near Bluff & a sand & aggregate
plant at Oreti Beach producing
a range of products from
construction gravels to rail ballast,
concrete aggregates & sands.

Our mobile crushing & screening
plants are available to work
throughout Otago & Southland

Industry group chalks up half century

AQA members produce in excess of an estimated 45 million tonnes of aggregate, limestone and allied products each year. 

Karen Phelps 

The Aggregate & Quarry Association (AQA) is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary. 
“It’s a milestone and demonstrates the 

stability of the industry and its importance for New 
Zealand,” says AQA CEO Wayne Scott.

The Association had its beginnings in 1969 as 
a spin off of what is now Civil Contractors New 
Zealand when a small group of men saw a need for 
a dedicated group to represent the concerns of the 
quarrying and aggregate industry. 

Today the AQA represents members on all 
manner of industry, government, health and safety, 
technical and other issues. 

“Funded by its members, the AQA has a mandate 
to increase understanding of the need for aggre-
gates by New Zealanders, support its members on 
planning and regulatory issues, improve our indus-
try and users’ technical knowledge of aggregates 
and assist in developing a highly-skilled workforce 
within a safe and sustainable work environment,” 
explains Wayne.

The AQA, in partnership with the Institute of 
Quarrying New Zealand, holds an annual conference 
called QuarryNZ, which will be next held at Westpac 
Stadium in Wellington July 2020. 

The conference includes the annual industry 
awards – the MIMICO environment and community 
award and the Institute of Quarrying NZ awards – to 
mark the industry’s achievements.

The 50th anniversary celebrations included a gala 
dinner with guest speaker Jim O’Brien, convenor of 
the Global Aggregates Information Network, and an-
nouncement of the winners of a competition called 
Rock Our Future, where students were tasked with 
developing a process for producing aggregate in a 
quarry without using fossil fuels.

Wayne stresses the importance of the industry 
as New Zealand grows and develops with AQA 
members producing in excess of an estimated 45 
million tonnes of aggregate, limestone and allied 
products each year. 

“That’s about 9-10 tonnes – or a truckload - for 
every New Zealander. 

“Our members produce the aggregates which 
form the foundation and walls of almost every build-
ing across our nation as well most of our roads. 

“Quarries also supply allied raw materials such 
as limestone which help keep our farms produc-
tive,” says Wayne stating that in terms of revenue 
the quarrying industry produces 500 times that of 
farming on the same area of land.

Current challenges include a lack of planning for 
infrastructure, development and housing in New 
Zealand, including aggregate supply, and a lack of 
protection of our precious aggregate resources. 

The AQA is also placing a focus on training, to at-
tract the next generation to the industry, and health 
and safety. 

MITO is the industry training body and MinEx is 
the National Health and Safety Council for the New 
Zealand Mining and Quarry Industry.

“The AQA strongly supports the new health 
and safety requirements being introduced by the 
Government,” says Wayne. 

“Our industry wants to see its workers return 
home safely and healthy every day.”

Wayne says that the goal of the AQA is to 
continue to build on the legacy of its past 50 years 
and to keep creating an enduring and productive 

industry which provides for New Zealand communi-
ties responsibly. 

“Because we believe that sourcing aggregate 

locally, safely, at reasonable cost and in environ-
mentally sustainable ways is fundamental to New 
Zealand’s future.”
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Community engagement: school pupils get hands on at their local quarry as part of AQA’s Rock our Schools programme.

www.redbullpowder.co.nz

Supporting the quarry

and mining industries

since 1997
 

Our quick efficency & high standard of work delivers a tidy job – Everytime!

For All Your Earthmoving Needs

AARON - 027 220 7232
EARTHMOVING

GRANT - 027 386 8106
QUARRIES

SUE - 027 428 2240
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• Irrigation   • Effluent ponds
• River protection  • Dams & Ponds
• Forestry preparation

Bulldozer • Root raking • Ground breaking
• Discing • Pipe laying
• Fence lines

• Digging, bulldozing & grading tracks
• Quarries: Lime, rotten rock and shingle supply  
   & cartage
• Residential & commercial building sites 
• Maintenance for sheep, beef & dairy farms 

OFFICEQUARRIESEARTHMOVING

AGS Earthmoving LtdAGS Earthmoving Ltd

0800 848 267 / transdiesel.com

suppliers of Volvo Construction Equipment
and proud supporters of the AQA


